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HBK ensures safe passage for Viking ship relocation

Complete measurement system facilitates museum’s transition project 

June 2021

Transportation of a Viking-era burial ship is set to go ahead, following the use of weighing technology that provided the project team with accurate data to ensure the ancient structure would not be damaged.

The artefact is the biggest of three ships, all of which are moving to an extension of Norway's Viking Ship Museum. 

Moving and weighing ships is a challenging task as changes in loads or stresses must be minimised or preferably eliminated. The biggest ship proved especially challenging, as weighing points along the keel support beam were already being utilised in the moving rig, so the engineers had to use three 24mm hardened steel rods at the lifting point. These had to be placed with high precision, large holes had to be carefully drilled, whilst causing minimum vibration to the ship.

To ensure this step went smoothly the engineers installed Z6 load cells, provided by HBK, on various measuring points. These cells were connected to HBK's QuantumX MX1615B Strain Gauge Amplifier with catman® AP software, which processed the data and enabled the engineers to monitor the ships condition as it was weighed.

Located on the Bygdøy peninsula in Oslo, the Viking Ship House extension sits within the Museum of Cultural History, which is part of the University of Oslo and is due to open in 2025/2026.

The full case study is available on the company's website: https://www.hbm.com/index.php?id=10343&L=0

Ends

About HBK – Hottinger Brüel & Kjær
Industry market leaders HBM and Brüel & Kjær have joined forces as HBK - Hottinger, Brüel & Kjaer to form the world’s foremost provider of integrated test, measurement, control and simulation solutions. 

HBK – Hottinger, Brüel & Kjaer provides a complete portfolio of solutions across the test and measurement product life cycle, that unites the physical world of sensors, testing and measurement with the digital world of simulation, modelling software and analysis. By creating a scalable and open data acquisition hardware, software and simulation ecosystem, product developers can cut time-to-market, drive innovation and take the lead in a highly competitive global marketplace.

For more information visit www.hbkworld.com 
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